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THIS WEEK                                                                                   
SEE PAGE 4 

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

FEE INCREASES PREVIEWED FOR  

NOVEMBER 28 HEARING - TOO MANY   
   

PLAN YOUR 2024 TUESDAYS - BOS MEETING SCHEDULE 
] 

FY 2024-25 PROJECTED $20 MILLION BUDGET GAP                                            
FUTURE YEARS ALSO PROBLEMATIC 

 

FY 2024 BUDGET PRIORITIES & BALANCING 

STRATEGIES + BETTER BUDGET ANALYTICS 
 

NEW BOARD RULES OF PROCEDURE, PUBLIC COMMENT 

MORE CONSTRAINED, FAKE CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE, 

AND GOVERNANCE PROCEDURES ITEM WITHDRAWN                                                                                                                
BUT CHECK IT OUT - MORE RESTRICTIVE AND MORE POWER TO THE CHAIR 

BOB JONES BIKE PATH BETWEEN ROCK AND A 

HARD PLACE - CONDEMN PRIVATE PROPERTY FOR 

A LINEAR HOMELESS CAMP? 
 

SUPERVISOR ACTION REQUESTS  

  

COMMUNITY CHOICE ENERGY OPERATIONS BOARD 

$715 MILLION POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

WITH NEW MEXICO WINDFARMS                                                   
SHIPPING OUR MONEY AND JOBS OUT OF STATE 

SLO COUNTY WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
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WASTE BOARD WILL CONSIDER READMISSION OF 

THE COUNTY                                                                                   
COUNTY WILL HAVE ONLY ONE REP FOR ENTIRE 

UNINCORPORATED AREA 
 

LAST WEEK                                                                                  
SEE PAGE 35 

SUPERVISORS’ HAMAS STATEMENTS IN LIEU OF 

RESOLUTION                                                                                    
IMMORAL EQUIVALENCE OF GUILT 

  

   PASO BASIN WATER DISTRICT BOARDS REAPPOINTED                     

BOARD MAJORITY REFUSED TO CONDUCT INTERVIEW PROCESS  

PASO BASIN BLENDED WATER STUDY APPROVED                                                                            
WHO PAYS, WHO BENEFITS? 

COUNTY REJOINS WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 

COUNTY FRITTERING AWAY DIABLO CLOSURE PAYMENTS 

FY 2024-25 PROJECTED $20 MILLION BUDGET GAP                                            
FUTURE YEARS ALSO PROBLEMATIC                                                                                            

ITEM CONTINUED  

SUPERVISOR REQUESTS                                                                                                  

NONE LAST WEEK 

EMERGENT ISSUES                                                                     
SEE PAGE   46 

  

WATCHING IN REAL TIME AS TWO-TERM GOV. GAVIN 

NEWSOM DESTROYS CALIFORNIA WITH DEVASTATING 

POLICIES                                                                                                                  

Today’s ‘progressive’ politicians advocate for Maoist policies planning on 

being immune from the effects  
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COLAB IN DEPTH                                                                                       
SEE PAGE 49 

 

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NY ANTHROPOLOGIST 

DEBUNKS FAKE CHUMASH MARINE 

SANCTUARY CLAIMS                                                                   
BY BRIAN D HALEY, PhD.  

 

CLIMATE DATA REFUTES CRISIS NARRATIVE 
BY EDWARD RING 

  

 

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 
ALL MEETINGS ARE AT 9:00 AM UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, November 7, 2023 (Scheduled)  

 

Item 1 - Introduction of an ordinance implementing the County Fee Schedule "A" for 

Calendar Year 2024 and Fee Schedule "B" for Fiscal Year 2024-25.  This is early warning 

for the final hearing, which is set for Tuesday, November 28, 2023. Comments may be received 

now and at the hearing. Various fees constitute 6.6% of the overall government funds Budget.  

 

 
 

Many fees are rising and there are a number of new fees. The accession of the leftist Board 

majority last January gives the staff confidence that fees can be raised without any trouble. For 

example, no one is going to tie pay raises to results such as doing things at less cost, working 

faster, or shortening permit review times.  

 

The doctrine of cheaper, faster, better doesn’t get a lot of support in government.  

 

https://californiapolicycenter.org/people/edward-ring/
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Listed below are the Department fees, which primarily impact business, land development, 

agriculture, construction, and related matters.  
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Item 2 - Request to approve the Board of Supervisors Meeting Calendar for 2024.  Please 

retain and mark your calendars accordingly. The Board loves participation. 

 

 
It appears that there will be major work on the Board’s chambers in the summer of 2024 (the 

purple dates).  

 

Added Item 23 - Consideration of a report regarding the County’s Fiscal Year 

2024-25 and Multi-Year financial forecast.  This item will be heard in the morning 

before Item 17. The item will be taken out of order because the information impacts Item 17 

below. Item 23 was carried over from last week when the Board ran out of time. 

 

The item presents a detailed and well documented comprehensive Budget forecast for FY 2024-

25 and a projection for the two subsequent fiscal years, FY 2025-26 and FY 2026-27. Also 

presented is a general strategy for closing the impending gaps. The strategy prioritizes public 

safety. The summary states in part: 

 

Overall, the County’s budget continues to be in an increasingly precarious position, due to its 

projected rate of spending outpacing its revenues. Given this, continued compliance with the 

Board-adopted Budget Goals and Policies and Budget Balancing Strategies and Approaches will 

be important to addressing expected budget gaps to meet our legal requirements to adopt 

balanced budget each year and assuring the ongoing fiscal health of the County. Fortunately, the 

County has historically taken a conservative approach to budgeting, routinely budgeting a 

contingency, and maintaining adequate reserve levels. These practices will serve the County well 

in the coming years.  
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The future year projections are carefully constructed and present alternative scenarios about  

deficits that could occur based on salary increases, national and state economic impacts 

(recession), and adding more staff. 

 

One Year Projection:  

 

All Government Funds - excludes the various utilities and dependent special districts that 

are theoretically self-supporting 

 

Revenues: 

  

Expenditures: 

 

 
 

Gap: 

  
 

Non-Departmental Revenues - These revenues are not restricted to specific purposes. The 

Board has the most discretion over their use. Accordingly, they largely support public safety, 

support departments such as County Council, CAO, Human Resources, Auditor Controller, etc., 

and local matches on State and Federal programs. 
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The 3 Year Projection - As noted at the beginning of this section, the gap amounts depend on 

the assumptions about staffing levels, raises, and the economy. 
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Since these factors do not occur in isolation, various combinations could result in a more severe 

gap.  

 

Other than the retention of Diablo, the report does not speculate on the potential of generating 

additional revenue though major economic development, such as: 

 

 Adding units to Diablo and replacing the existing units. 

 Offshore wind 

 Development of 5 Star destination resorts - Including, God forbid, the Lone 

Madrone Ritz Carlton tucked in the valley up behind the traffic circle.  

 Oil development 

 Para mutual horse racing - Like Keeneland in Kentucky   

 Major Google site - they are looking to site a new 1.5 million sq. ft. facility in Ca. 

 



16 

 

 
 

 

Item 17 - Review of the FY 2024-25 Budget Goals and Policies, Budget Balancing Strategies 

and Approaches, and Board Priorities, and provide direction to staff as necessary, 

including authorizing the County Administrative Officer to implement any mid-year 

budget balancing strategies, including but not limited to a ‘hiring chill.’  Each year the 

Board reviews its overall Budget policies and priorities in November. This allows the CAO to 

issue budget directions for the preparation of the subsequent year Budget (in this case FY 2024-

25) and for the Departments  to prepare their requests. The CAO then reviews the requests and 

submits his recommendations in May for June adoption. 

 

These current adopted priorities are depicted in the graphic below: 
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We  expect these  to remain unchanged. 

 

Significantly, the  new CAO is recommending some welcome upgrades to the process and 

document. 

   

  
 

These are very positive and should be backed strongly by the Board of Supervisors.  

 

They will, when fully implemented,  provide management  and the Board with a much stronger 

ability to control and implement policy. They will facilitate much more refined and sharp 

financial control and will enable the County to increase productivity. 
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Given the initiatives listed above , the County could adopt a true  performance based budgeting 

system such as is conceptually displayed below  

 
 

 

Matters After 1:30PM 
 

Item 20  Withdrawn - Request to adopt amendments to the Board of Supervisors Rules of 

Procedures and consider the Election of Officers selection outlined in the Rules of 

Procedure and provide direction as deemed necessary.  For whatever reason, the item was 

withdrawn. The notice states: 

  

Item #20 - Request to adopt amendments to the Board of Supervisors Rules of 

Procedures and consider the Election of Officers selection outlined in the Rules 

of Procedure and provide direction as deemed necessary. This item is being 

withdrawn and moved to a later date.  

 

Notwithstanding the withdrawal of the item from the agenda, outlined below are some of the  

significant amended and new features. These are extensive and bear close examination by the 

public. It is not certain when these provisions will reappear on the agenda.  

  

The write-up states in part: 

 

The item promulgated a new set Board Rules of Procedures which include: 

 

The notable changes to existing Rules of Procedures for your consideration, include:  

 

• Section III - Public Comment was expanded to add and clarify language related to specifying 

public behavior that is prohibited. The Board’s previously adopted Code of Civility is referenced 

and included as an appendix. 
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• Section IV - Procedure was expanded to include information regarding officers (Section B(1-

3)), clarification of the parliamentary authority (Section C(1-9)), addition of specific language 

related to reconsideration actions, and reference to conflict of interest language which is 

included in an appendix. Additionally, governance principles are referenced and also included in 

an appendix.  

 

• Section V - Committee is amended to include language which recommends, when feasible, that 

Board members serving on commissions and boards, bring items being considered by those 

bodies to the Board of Supervisors when those items impact the County of San Luis Obispo and 

are within the authority of the Board of Supervisors.  

• Appendix A, Code of Civility has been added to the Rules of Procedures. This previously 

adopted code is intended to emphasize order in the Board’s discourse with the public, staff, and 

each other. 

 

• Appendix B, Conflict of Interest has been added to the Rules of Procedures. The section has 

been clarified and amended by County Counsel. 

• Appendix C, Governance Principles has been added to the Rules of Procedures. This is a new 

section to the Rules of the Procedures and includes: o Governance Principles  

 

o Norms for Positive Governance Culture  

 

o Roles and Responsibilities, including language stating that Board members represent the 

Board of Supervisors’ official positions in all public meetings, unless expressing personal views 

requiring the public to be so advised.  

 

The intent of these governance principles is to provide to the Board examples of best practices 

throughout the state and when followed by the Board can directly lead to high levels of 

sustainable organizational performance. 

 

Election of Officers  

 

The staff that prepared the item left the current district rotation system intact; however, they 

pointed out that the Board has discretion to do otherwise. 

 

Election of Officers of the Board 

 

The current Rules of Procedures has not been amended (Section IV(B)(4)), -. However, it may be 

amended based upon the following discussion and the Board action that may result.  

 

And 

 

Throughout the state and even in San Luis Obispo County, it is not unheard of to break the 

numerical rotation when selecting the chair. Statewide, this has been done for a variety of 

reasons such as the newness of a board member, the death of a board member, and an ongoing 

crisis to name a few examples.  

 

Supervisor Arnold is next up in the normal rotation. There has been some speculation that 

Supervisor Gibson might prefer someone else. 
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Some key changes: 

 

Note that deletions  have a line through them  and red is new text. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

This section contains new restrictions on the form and content of public comment. These include 

provisions for the Board to examine the public, limitations on public demonstrations, prohibition 

on use of  “electronic devices”, whatever that means. Does this prohibit cell phones, cameras, 

video recording, etc. Hand held signs are prohibited. 

 

  
 

  
 

  
VOTING PROCEDURES 
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If the old Board majority regains the Board at some point, this one could lock out policy changes 

for a year. 

 

NEW CODE OF CIVILITY: 

  

This one seeks to paper over real disagreements with and challenges to the government.  It also 

assumes that the government is acting in the peoples’ best interests. It is not legal to ban anger, 

disappointment, and disgust. The Board of Supervisors should not emulate the Imperial 

Byzantine Court of the Emperor Justinian, where the Emperor and court sat behind a veil. Nor 

should it be Presidium of the Chinese Communist Party, immune from hard criticism. It’s not 

even a State Senate Committee. It is a local body subject to public interaction, including 

criticism of individual members. 
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NEW CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE (Please see the next page) 

 
Of course contributions of tens or even hundreds of thousands of dollars by government 

employee labor unions are exempted by state law. This places business, agricultural, and fiscal 

restraint advocates at a huge disadvantage. Will the Supervisors, if they really  support 

prohibition of conflict of interest, ban receding such contributions? After all, they vote on raises 
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and benefits of those very employees who, in turn, materially support them. Gibson received all 

his big corporate water money before the December 31, 2022 deadline. 

 

NEW GOVERNANCE PRINCIPLES 

 

This one appears to have been copied from some government professionals’ advocacy 

organization text on how city managers and county administrators can maintain good relations 

with their employers. It misses the point entirely. First of all, the Supervisors represent the 

people, who are sovereign. They temporarily preside over specific functions which are delegated 

to them by law. The Appendix C below is a huge slap in the face to the people. In America the 

traditional primary job of government is to protect the people from the government. 

 

From the standpoint of policy and the proposed Governance Principles, the County is frozen in 

the obsolete (though trendy) policy paradigms of “sustainability” and “consumption.” It is 

unlikely that the staff and Board (given the text of the proposed  “Governance Appendix”)  have 

any idea about this. They are like fish in water. They do not know that there are other realms 

without water.  

 

First and foremost, the County officially conceives of itself as a provider of consumptive societal 

goods, which it characterizes as “needs and desires of the community.” A problem is that, as 

utilitarian goals, they focus the organization on expanding the services and products as its 

highest value and reason for existence. This misses the ultimate and most important guiding 

purpose. As we have pointed out repeatedly, the unique and animating historic genius of the 

American Constitutional system was and is that its key purpose is to protect people from their 

government. The Constitution and its derivative state and local laws recognize that on a practical 

level, government exists to insure freedom, safety of persons and property, legal stability, public  

order, and the general welfare in society. Its very distinctive character is that it recognizes that 

governments themselves have always been and always will be the greatest threat to those very 

principles. 

 

Accordingly, the County would do well to adopt the statement below as its overarching purpose 

and organizational value, against which substantive policy and organizational values are 

measured.  

PROTECT LIBERTY, PERSONAL SECURITY, PRIVATE PROPERTY, AND 

FREEDOM WHILE PROMOTING INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY, STRONG 

FAMILIES, AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY.  

   

 

 

 

 

Continued on the next page: 
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Item 21 - Request to receive direction from the Board on options to amend the scope or 

phasing of the Bob Jones Pathway Gap Closure Project to continue progress in order to 

meet the grant funding timeline for the Bob Jones Pathway from the Octagon Barn to 

Ontario Road Project, Avila.  The project and County are stuck between a rock and a hard 

place.  

 

To date, Project development has been delayed due to right of way issues, specifically at the 

Bunnell property. An easement through the Bunnell property is necessary to complete the 

Project, and the Project team has continued to work with the property owner in the hope of 

reaching an agreement. However, the property owner has indicated that they will not grant an 

easement for the Project. In addition, permission for access needed to complete design work on 

this segment of the pathway has not been granted. Without an easement agreement with this 

property owner, the Project, as currently planned, will not be able to meet the ATP grant funding 

timelines to be ready for construction by February 2025 and is at risk of losing the $18.25 

million in grant funds.  
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There is one property owner who will not sell the needed right of way for one segment. 

Supervisor Arnold is opposed to government condemnation of private property for recreation 

purposes. A unanimous vote is required to condemn. 

 

This item discusses several alternatives, including rescoping the project (which increases the 

costs) and would require approval of the State. The alternative is messy and complicated. The 

project has wide support as a tourist generating facility and by local bike advocates.    

   

 
 

The bike advocates have a disproportionate impact on County policy, as Gibson is apparently 

somewhat of a bike enthusiast. Most people think they are a pain in the ass. Just look at the new 

concrete traffic lane dividers and green painted lanes all over the City of SLO. Try Vineyard 

Drive out in Adelaide some Saturday morning when they are out in packs hogging the blind  

curves. 
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Item 22 - Any Supervisor may ask a question for clarification, make an announcement, or 

report briefly on his or her activities. In addition, Supervisors may request staff to report 

back to the Board at a subsequent meeting concerning any matter or may request that staff 

place a matter of business on a future agenda. Any request to place a matter of business for 

consideration on a future agenda requires the majority vote of the Board.  This is now a 

standing item at the end of each Board Meeting. It would be better to set it after General Public 

Comment, when more of the public is in attendance. It has also been beefed up in the newly 

proposed  Board Rules in Item 20 above. 

 

   

Central Coast Community Energy Authority (3CE) Operations Board Meeting of  

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 (Scheduled)  

 

 

Item 8 - Approve and authorize the CEO to execute a Power Purchase Agreement (“PPA”) 

with SunZia Wind Power Co, LLC, in a form substantially similar to the attached, as well 

as any necessary ancillary documents, including potential replacement PPA(s) with the 

same terms and conditions as the attached except for any necessary administrative 

changes, with a power delivery term of 15 years starting with an expected Commercial 

Operation Date of September 30, 2026, in an amount not to exceed $715,000,000.  The 

contract is yet another step by 3CE to acquire actual green energy as opposed to relying on 

renewable energy certificates. This one would seem to import energy from a large solar 

generator in central New Mexico, SunZia. Sun Zia is a subsidiary of Pattern Energy, which is 

one of the largest solar farm operators in the world.  

 

SunZia is building a transmission line from its New Mexico sites to Pinal County Arizona, about 

40 miles south of Phoenix. It is not so clear how the energy gets to 3CE in Central California. 

Presumably, it gets dumped into the western grid, and the portion purchased by 3CE is somehow 

counted as a source. Currently and State wide, California purchases considerable energy from 

Arizona, especially  at night. It is largely composed of nuclear and coal fired sources. 

 

Please see the map on the next page: 
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Even though construction of the transmission line was approved by the State of Arizona, a legal 

suit against the approval is still pending before the Arizona Superior Court.   

 

The SunZia Wind is a 3.5-gigawatt wind farm being developed by Pattern Energy in New 

Mexico, United States, near Corona in Lincoln County, San Miguel County and Torrance 

County, New Mexico. The wind project is paired with SunZia Transmission to carry the power 

to Arizona and California. Originally developed as the Corona Wind Projects along with the 

Western Spirit Wind Farm, it received unanimous approval October 5, 2018 by the New Mexico 

Public Regulation Commission (PRC). The PRC rejected and requested that SunZia resubmit a 

more detailed application to build a 500-mile long transmission line (800 km) to carry the power 

from central New Mexico to Coolidge, AZ.
[1][2][3][4]

 

The project includes at least 900 wind turbines.
[5][6]

 

Pattern Energy previously purchased the rights to the Mesa Canyons Wind Farm from Clean 

Line Energy Partners in May 2018. The Mesa Canyons Wind Farm is a 1 GW wind farm just 

north of Corona. This combined with the Corona Wind Project gives the 3 GW of energy that is 

projected to be exported to the west via the SunZia power line.
[3][7][8]

 

Pattern Energy bought the 3 GW SunZia 525 kV direct current transmission project in July 

2022,
[9]

 and signed a power purchase agreement with Shell and University of California in 

2023.
[10]

 

An ongoing case in Arizona Superior Court asks that SunZia's amended Certificate of 

Environmental Compatibility (CEC) for Arizona be voided.
[11]

 The plaintiff’s final brief, filed 

June 22, 2023, states that the Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC) failed to adequately 

consider dramatic changes in the SunZia project. The plaintiff contends that the project’s 

original CEC, granted in 2015, was based on the benefits of an AC line. The amended CEC is for 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wind_farm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pattern_Energy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corona,_New_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_County,_New_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Miguel_County,_New_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torrance_County,_New_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torrance_County,_New_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Mexico_Public_Regulation_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Mexico_Public_Regulation_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-aj-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-aj-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wind_turbine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pattern_Energy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corona,_New_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-aj-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-aj-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-wpe-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Direct_current
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-buy-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Power_purchase_agreement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-11
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a DC line, which would not provide similar benefits to Arizona. The brief asks that SunZia’s 

amended CEC be voided and the decision be remanded to the ACC.
[12][13]

 

Groundbreaking for the transmission line was held in September 2023.
[14]

 

 

The Biden Administration has been pushing the project: 

Biden-Harris Administration Advances SunZia Southwest Transmission 

Project - Once completed, project will carry up to 4500MW of clean 
energy throughout Southwest 

Date: Thursday, May 18, 2023 
Contact: Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov 

WASHINGTON – The Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Land Management (BLM) today 

announced a Record of Decision for the SunZia Southwest Transmission Project, which, when 

completed, will transport up to 4,500 megawatts of primarily renewable energy from New 

Mexico to markets in Arizona and California. 

This project represents another milestone in the Biden-Harris administration’s efforts to 

accelerate transmission buildout to lower consumers’ energy costs, prevent power outages in the 

face of extreme weather, create good-paying union jobs, and make progress towards achieving 

President Biden’s goal of a 100% clean electricity grid by 2035. 

“The Department of the Interior is committed to expanding clean energy development to address 

climate change, enhance America’s energy security and provide for good-paying union jobs,” 

said Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management Laura 

Daniel-Davis. “Through robust engagement with states, cities and Tribes, we are proud of the 

part we play in the all-of-government efforts to diversify the nation’s renewable energy portfolio 

while at the same time combatting climate change and investing in communities.” 

President Biden’s Investing in America agenda is growing the American economy from the 

bottom up and middle out – from rebuilding our nation’s infrastructure, to driving over $470 

billion in private sector manufacturing and clean energy investments in the United States, to 

creating good paying jobs and building a clean energy economy that will combat climate change 

and make our communities more resilient. 

“We are pleased to announce this exciting milestone for the SunZia Southwest Transmission 

Project,” said BLM New Mexico State Director Melanie Barnes. “This effort represents an 

important step in the development of our country’s renewable energy and transmission 

infrastructure.” 

The SunZia Southwest Transmission Project is composed of two planned 500-kilovolt 

transmission lines located across approximately 520 miles of federal, state and private lands 

between central New Mexico and central Arizona. The permitted route originates at a planned 

substation in Torrance County, New Mexico, and terminates at the existing Pinal Central 

Substation in Pinal County, Arizona. The project traverses Lincoln, Socorro, Sierra, Luna, Grant, 

Hidalgo, Valencia, and Torrance counties in New Mexico and Graham, Greenlee, Cochise, Pinal, 

and Pima counties in Arizona. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SunZia_Wind_and_Transmission#cite_note-14
mailto:Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2023-10784.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/11/18/fact-sheet-the-biden-harris-administration-advances-transmission-buildout-to-deliver-affordable-clean-electricity/


32 

 

The BLM completed the review period for this project – from the Notice of Intent to Record of 

Decision – in less than two years. This is one of the final steps the BLM needs to take before the 

project proponent can formally break ground. 

Since 2021, the BLM has approved 35 projects (10 solar, 8 geothermal, and 17 gen-ties) on 

approximately 23,396 acres of BLM-managed lands. These projects are expected to produce 

8,160 megawatts of electricity — enough to power more than 2.6 million homes. 

The BLM is currently processing 74 utility-scale onshore clean energy projects proposed on 

public lands in the western United States. This includes solar, wind and geothermal projects, as 

well as interconnected gen-tie lines that are vital to clean energy projects proposed on non-

federal land. These projects have the combined potential to add over 37,000 megawatts of 

renewable energy to the western electric grid. The BLM is also undertaking the preliminary 

review of over 150 applications for solar and wind development, as well as 51 applications for 

wind and solar energy testing. 

The BLM manages vast stretches of public lands that are making significant contributions to the 

nation’s renewable energy portfolio. To promote the development of these energy sources, the 

BLM provides sites for environmentally sound development of renewable energy on public 

lands. The efficient permitting of renewable energy and transmission from our nation’s public 

lands is crucial in achieving the Biden-Harris administration’s goal of a carbon pollution-free 

power sector by 2035, as well as Congress’ direction in the Energy Act of 2020 to permit 25 

gigawatts of solar, wind, and geothermal production on public lands no later than 2025. 

********** 

New Mexico expects a 20 Billion economic benefit. Meanwhile, the Diablo Power Plant may 

close here. 3CE  is exporting our economy to New Mexico. 

New Mexico Is Riding A Breeze -                                                                                

The stage is set for the nation’s biggest wind energy investment. 

B Y  G A R Y  D A U G H T E R S  
  

 

https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2011785/510
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Pattern Energy Group’s Western Spirit Wind farm in New Mexico generates 1.05 GW of electricity. 
Courtesy of Pattern Energy Group 

 

Having only recently christened its biggest wind power project to date, New Mexico is poised for 

new investments that are primed to vault the state into a leadership position in wind energy 

generation. Regulatory approvals issued in October and November helped clear the way for two 

massive, related wind projects that will serve to more than double the large bet already placed on 

New Mexico by San Francisco-based Pattern Energy Group. 

Officials from Pattern and the state say the planned SunZia Wind facility near the federal 

government’s White Sands Missile Range in central New Mexico will constitute part of the 

largest wind project in the Western Hemisphere. The 3.5 GW wind farm, to span some 600,000 

acres across Lincoln, Torrance and San Miguel counties, has spent 14 years in the planning and 

approvals processes, with construction — now pending only final federal approvals — set to 

begin mid-year. 

Pattern also received right-of-way permits from the Arizona Corporation Commission related to 

its plans for the 550-mile, 525-kV SunZia Transmission project, which will connect the scattered 

SunZia wind farms to south-central Arizona, from which the electricity also can be sent farther 

on to California. 

“SunZia Transmission,” said Pattern CEO Mike Garland in a statement, “will create a clean 

power superhighway for millions of Americans by opening access to huge, largely-untapped 

wind energy resources in New Mexico.” 

SunZia Wind and SunZia Transmission, Pattern says, together will comprise the largest 

renewable energy infrastructure project in U.S. history, representing a combined investment of 

more than $8 billion and eventually producing enough power to meet the needs of some 3 

million people. The projects, the company says, will create more than 2,000 construction jobs at 

peak and 150 permanent operations and maintenance jobs. Both undertakings, according to 

Pattern statements, are privately funded and will deliver more than $1 billion in tax and other 

economic benefits across both New Mexico and Arizona. 

“SunZia,” said U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich of New Mexico, “will ignite rural economic 

development across the Southwest.” 

It was only last February that Pattern took the wraps off of its Western Spirit Wind project in the 

same region of central New Mexico as the planned SunZia farm. At 1.05 GW, the Western Spirit 

facility now accounts for a full 25% of the state’s installed wind capacity. As with SunZia, the 

Western Spirit project includes a transmission component: A 55-mile power line carries 

electricity to a substation near Albuquerque, from which it is delivered to renewables-hungry 

markets in California, including Los Angeles and San Jose. 

As with the SunZia projects, Western Spirit endured more than a decade of regulatory hurdles, a 

fact bemoaned by New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham at a February 2022 dedication 

ceremony. Similar obstacles have served to bottleneck wind and solar projects in other states. 

“Developers like Pattern know how to site, develop and finance projects, but building them boils 

down to permission to move forward,” Fernando Martinez, director of New Mexico’s Renewable 

Energy Transmission Authority (RETA) told the Albuquerque Journal. “We don’t want to cut 

corners,” Martinez said, “but streamlining the process is the only way to allow the massive 

development of renewable energy needed to meet climate goals.” 
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RETA in 2021 entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with Invenergy Wind 

Development North America, which hopes to build a 400-mile high voltage transmission line 

with the capacity to support some 4 GW of wind energy development across northern New 

Mexico. In a report issued in May, state officials valued New Mexico’s untapped renewable 

energy resources at $11 billion. 

Universities Get on Board 

On a smaller scale than such massive utility projects, but with impacts that touch virtually every 

corner of the country, colleges and universities of all sizes are leading by example on 

renewables. Last March, Stanford University in Palo Alto, California, began receiving power 

from its second solar generating plant, an 88-MW installation south of Fresno, thus completing 

the institution’s transition to 100% renewable electricity. Recurrent Energy, a subsidiary of 

Canadian Solar, developed and operates the facility. Stanford has a 2050 goal of reaching net 

zero carbon emissions on campus and, beginning in 2009, has overhauled its entire energy 

system to meet it. 

In November, construction commenced on a 20-MW solar farm near Pittsburgh International 

Airport that will be a key component of the University of Pittsburgh’s goals of meeting 50% of 

its electrical needs through renewables by 2030 and 100% by 2037. The project is being 

constructed on 68 acres in Allegheny and Beaver Counties by Texas-based Vesper Energy, with 

the university having secured 100% of its output for the next 20 years. 

“Directly purchasing clean electricity will generate long-term cost and environmental savings, 

require no upfront capital or maintenance costs for the university and give Pitt price certainty 

throughout the contract,” the school said in a statement. 

More than 40 colleges and universities have gone 100% renewable, according to the 

Environmental Protection Agency’s Green Power Partnership. Top users of green energy, 

according to the Partnership, include the Universities of California and Iowa, Arizona State, the 

University at Buffalo, Boston University and Stanford. As of October 24, 2022, the combined 

annual green power use of the EPA’s Top 30 College & University Partners amounts to more 

than 3.8 billion kilowatt-hours of green power. 

Manufacturing Poised to Soar 

Buoyed by last summer’s passage of the historic Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), which directs 

nearly $400 billion in federal funding to clean energy, the nation’s top solar trade association 

released an ambitious roadmap to boost America’s solar manufacturing sector. The congressional 

Joint Committee of Taxation estimates that the Solar Energy Manufacturing for America Act, 

contained within IRA, will pour $30 billion into solar manufacturing over the coming decade 

through a series of tax credits. 

“For the first time, the United States has an industrial policy in place that will usher in a new era 

of clean energy manufacturing,” said Abigail Ross Hopper, president and CEO of the Solar 

Energy Industries Association (SEIA). 

SEIA’s roadmap, released in August, charts a path toward achieving a target of 50 GW of annual 

solar manufacturing capacity by 2030. As of mid-year, the U.S. was on target for about 10 GW 

for 2022. The paper emphasizes that domestic manufacturing can grow in the near term as the 

IRA “dramatically scales up demand for solar and storage products.” 
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Arizona-based First Solar plans to scale its American manufacturing footprint to more than 10 

GW by 2025. In November, the company announced plans to invest $1.1 billion in a solar 

module manufacturing facility in northern Alabama’s Lawrence County. Expected to be 

commissioned in 2025, the project is to create more than 700 jobs. It will join three First Solar 

facilities in Ohio, including a new one coming online in 2023. 

Prior to the IRA’s passage, Hanwha Q Cells announced a major expansion of its facility in 

Dalton, Georgia, already the nation’s most prolific producer of solar panels. The $171 million 

expansion is to create more than 500 jobs and to boost production at the facility to 3.1 GW. 

 

First Solar plans a $1.1 billion investment in Alabama manufacturing. 

Courtesy of First Solar 

Gary Daughters is a Peabody Award winning journalist who began with Site Selection in 2016. 

Gary has worked as a writer and producer for CNN covering US politics and international 

affairs. His work has included lengthy stints in Washington, DC and western Europe. Gary is a 

1981 graduate of the University of Georgia, where he majored in Journalism and Mass 

Communications. He lives in Atlanta with his teenage daughter, and in his spare time plays 

guitar, teaches golf and mentors young people. 

  

SLO County Integrated Waste Management Authority (IWMA) Meeting of Wednesday,  

November 8, 2023 - 1:30 PM (Scheduled) 

 

Item 13 - Discussion of the Status of the County of San Luis Obispo’s Consideration of 

Rejoining the IWMA.  The Board letter states in part:  

 

On October 31, 2023, the County of San Luis Obispo Board of Supervisors voted 3-1-1 

approving a Resolution adopting the Second Amended and Restated Joint Powers Agreement of 

the IWMA, as amended by the 2023 Joinder Agreement. Additionally, the Board of Supervisors 

held a public hearing to consider a resolution to approve the IWMA. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That your Board discuss the request from the County to return to the 

IWMA, per the terms 2023 County Joinder Agreement to the Second Amended and Restated Joint 

Powers Agreement.    

 

Is there any chance that they will reject the County’s rejoining since the vote was not 

unanimous? Will they seek to extract concessions? The proposed revised joint powers agreement 

gives the Board of Supervisors only 1 representative. The unincorporated County will be under 

represented. 

 

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 
  

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, October 31, 2023 (Scheduled) 

 

 

Item 6 - Request to approve appointments in-lieu of election to the Shandon-San Juan 

Water District.  The appointments were approved 3/2 with Arnold and Peschong dissenting. 
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There was considerable debate because the 3 member Board leftist majority insisted on going 

ahead and refused to schedule a meeting for the candidates (incumbents) to be interviewed. A 

petition with over 600 signatures opposing the appointment was submitted and immediately 

ignored by Gibson, Paulding, and Ortiz-Legg. 

 

 

Background:  There were no challengers, which allows the District to petition the Board to 

reappoint the incumbent members.  

 

  
 

Item 7 - Request to approve appointments in-lieu of election to the Estrella-El Pomar-

Creston Water District.  Similarly to Item 6 above, there were no challengers, which allows the 

District to petition the Board to reappoint incumbent members.  

 

 

  
  

Relative to Items 6 and 7, the Board could remove the item from the consent calendar, ask the 

candidates to attend the meeting, and interview them with regard to: 

 

1. Their stance on banking of State water with in the Paso Basin. 

2. The repeal of the planting ordinance and how they would facilitate allowing small users who 

are locked out by the Paso Basin Moratorium from obtaining a few acre feet more in the near 

term. 

3. Compliance with LAFCO conditions relative to the formation of the El Pomar Water District. 

4. Their stance on the Quiet Title Law Suit. 

5. Their willingness to have their districts share in the short- and long-range costs contained in 

Item 8, immediately below. 

 

Item 8 - Request to approve and authorize the Chairperson to sign a professional 

consultant services contract with Water Systems Consulting, Inc., in an amount not to 

exceed $296,647, to perform a Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Blended Water Supply 

Project Water Supply Feasibility & Engineering Study. The contract was approved. 

 

The subject of today’s action relates to a portion of Component 6, namely an engineering study 

(Study) to assess the feasibility of blending water supplies for agricultural use (other portions of 

Component 6 include an engineering study of the feasibility of using unallocated State Water 

Project water supply and other supplemental water supplies and an engineering study to identify 

and evaluate options to stabilize groundwater levels and address surface water depletion 

utilizing excess water supplies).  
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See the table below:  

 
The entire package, including Component 6, is funded by a grant for which the County 

competed and won. 

 

The costs associated with the Study are 100% reimbursable from the Round 1 Implementation 

Grant, which was awarded to the County in August 2022. Per the Grant Agreement, the County 

will appropriate the disbursement of up to $650,000 of those grant funds for Component 6 work 

items, which will be eligible for reimbursement. These funds are already included in the FC 205 

– Groundwater Sustainability Department’s FY 2023-24 budget, so no budget augmentation 

request is necessary.  

 

It is likely that the El Pomar Water District and the Shandon Water District will be major 

beneficiaries of the project if it turns out to be feasible and is constructed. What will be their 

contribution? What about the City of Paso Robles?   

 

Item 24 - County is rejoining the San Luis Obispo County Waste Management Authority 

(IWMA). The Resolution to rejoin was approved 3/1/1 with Arnold dissenting and Peschong 

abstaining. Arnold presented her arguments against rejoining. Gibson became irritated and 

demeaned Arnold as wasting the Board’s time and, and even inferring that not approving the 

matter was a sign of lack of intelligence. He was carrying on in his best arrogant manner. This is 

going to contribute to the building backlash against him. 

 

Background:  The leftist Board majority got the steamroller going to have the County rejoin the 

IWMA. The Authority is a creature of environmental fetishism, which culminated in the passage 

of AB 939 in 1989. The statute requires cities and counties to reduce the percentage of trash sent 

to landfills. The required percentage reduction has increased over the decades with some 

jurisdictions now approaching 100%. Simultaneously, the State made it almost impossible to 

expand or site new landfills. Along with this scheme came mandatory separation of recyclables, 

culminating this year with the requirement that citizens and businesses separate out wet trash 

(organics).  

 

All of this has made the cost of refuse collection and disposal increase exponentially over the 

intervening decades. While spawning new patronage-based industries and regulatory agencies, 

the actual amount of materials recycled has been negligible as the markets for them fluctuate. 
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After several decades, China stopped importing much of the material, which now ends up in 

landfills anyway.  

 

Landfills comprise a tiny amount of the state’s land area and are the most efficient way of 

disposing of solid waste. The entire effort has been costly symbolic virtue signaling, evocative of 

pyramid building. 

 

In SLO County the IWMA was created to jointly administer the program for the cities and 

County. Over the years it became an ungoverned esoteric self-serving parasite, promoting 

various recycling schemes and advancing the lifestyle of a prior long term Executive Director. 

The County Supervisors and city representatives allowed it to decay. Eventually, Cal Cost News 

exposed the corruption.  Meanwhile, the costs escalated and the uncontrolled Executive Director 

and leftist supervisors and city council members prohibited plastics, polyethylene, plastic bags, 

and anything else related to oil. Eventually, the Board took control and the original Executive 

Director escaped prosecution and retired. A secretary took the fall for some minor corruption. 

Big stuff like gift trucks to cronies and dumping of hazardous waste into landfills somehow 

escaped prosecution. 

 

Tribute or Higher Costs:  Eventually, the prior 3 member BOS majority withdrew the County 

from the agency in protest. The new left Board majority quickly commissioned a study to lay out 

the cost differences generated by the diminished economies of scale  resulting from separate 

operations to justify the County rejoining. The IWMA has also peripherally promised to stop 

pushing extreme recycling schemes separately from the State. This places the conservative 

Supervisors in the awkward position of having to vote for rejoining or appearing to support 

higher costs.  

 

 
 

If the County rejoins IWMA, revenues from Solid Waste Management Fees, Landfill Tipping Fee 

Surcharges, and General Fund contributions to the FC 335 – Solid Waste Management FY 

2023-24 Budget will be eliminated. The proposed management fees will be collected by the 

County from the effective date until a transition date is determined for IWMA to proceed with fee 

collection and no further annual General Fund contributions will be necessary once the 

transition is complete.  

 

Ultimate Resolution: Statewide Revolt.  Similarly to Proposition 13, a citizens movement 

needs to be created and funded to end the whole charade statewide. On a date certain, 

Californians would be educated to revolt and cease separating their trash and recycling. This 

would bring the entire system to its knees and sew panic among the elected and appointed 

officials. The revolt would remain in place until AB 939 and subsequent legislation is repealed 

and a return to a common sense system is restored.  

 

(1) Integrated Waste Management Act (AB 939); 
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(2) Mandatory Commercial Recycling (AB 341); 

(3) Mandatory Commercial Organics Recycling (AB 1826);  

(4) Commercial Organics and Recycling Bins (AB 827); and 

(5) Short-Lived Climate Pollutant Reduction (SB 1383). 

 

 

 

Item 28 - A request that the Board consider 1) Receiving an update of the status of Senate 

Bill 1090 (SB 1090) funds and provide direction to staff on how to proceed; 2) Approval of 

the SB 1090 spending plan, allowing for Board direction in the development of subsequent 

budgets; 3) Authorizing a budget adjustment appropriating $813,920 of SB 1090 Proceeds-

Affordable Housing Designation to Fund Center 290 for the El Camino Homeless 

Organization (ECHO) homeless shelter expansion project in Paso Robles, by 4/5 vote.  The 

donation to the homeless shelter was approved unanimously. The Board received the report  as 

presented and did not seem to have any immediate reaction. 

 

 

Background:  After PG&E announced in 2016 that it would close the Diablo Power Plant in 

2024-25, a complex agreement consisting of  environmental advocates, PG&E’s employee 

unions, San Luis Obispo County, and other local governments in SLO County was negotiated. It 

was called the Joint Proposal, which provides payments to the various groups to help offset the 

loss of jobs, loss of taxes, and negative economic impacts to the community.  

 

The agreement is essentially chump change in terms of the loss of taxes and the negative 

economic impacts. The County is to receive $85 million, as laid out below. This was then 

encoded into law via Senate Bill 1090. 

 

The $85 million Community Impact Mitigation Fund is broken into two parts: 

 • $10 million for the Economic Development Fund 

 • $75 million for the Essential Services Mitigation and Stabilization Fund (ESMSF)  

 

This agenda item is a report to update the Board and community on the uses of the fund so far. 

The report is a hodgepodge of lists of past, current, and future expenditures by category. There 

does not seem to be a consolidated table that displays the full picture.  

 

The design of the whole program missed a tremendous opportunity. What if, instead of 

beginning to spend pieces of the $85 million in 2018 on pet projects, it had been invested for 10 

years and left untouched. 
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At the end of the 10 years the County would have had $167 million. It that point it could commit   

to only spend 50% per year of whatever interest it earned on the fund. At 5%, that would be half 

of $8.36 million, or $4.8 million the first year. The fund could keep growing forever. Ultimately 

this would grow into a huge endowment.
1
 

 

Even more powerfully, such a fund could have been reserved for capital investments. Instead, it 

will all be gone in a few years. 

 

COLAB proposed this plan back in 2018 and was ignored.  

 

Economic Development: 

 

Insofar as this category is concerned, the table below displays the expenditures so far. 

 

See the table on the next page: 

                                                 
1
 Note - the County did not receive the entire $85 million in one payment. It is still being paid over 7 years. 

However, the County could have lent itself the money to invest from idle funds backed up by SB 1090 

payments. 
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It is not clear how this will relate to the balance of the $10 million earmarked for economic 

development. 

 

Item 29 - It is recommended that the Board receive and file this report regarding the 

County’s Fiscal Year 2024-25 and Multi Year financial forecast.  The item was carried over 

because the Board ran out of time. It appears in this week’s items as Item 22.  

The item presents a detailed and well documented comprehensive Budget forecast for FY 2024-

25 and a projection for the two subsequent fiscal years, FY 2025-26 and FY 2026-27. Also 

presented is a general strategy for closing the impending gaps. The strategy prioritizes public 

safety. The summary states in part: 

 

Item 30 - Any Supervisor may ask a question for clarification, make an announcement, or 

report briefly on his or her activities. In addition, Supervisors may request staff to report 

back to the Board at a subsequent meeting concerning any matter or may request that staff 

place a matter of business on a future agenda. Any request to place a matter of business for 

consideration on a future agenda requires the majority vote of the Board.  This is now a 

standing item at the end of each Board Meeting. It would be better to set it after General Public 

Comment, when more of the public is in attendance.   

 

  

Added Consent Item 32 - Submittal of Board of Supervisors statements condemning the 

violent attacks in Israel.  The Board never adopted a Resolution. The discussion was kicked off 

by the Sheriff and the San Luis Obispo Police Chief asking for tolerance and good behavior. An 

underlying message was, San Luis Obispo County will not tolerate hate crimes, discriminatory 

behavior, and all the other potential problems.   
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Background:  Now it’s worse. During the Board meeting of October 17, 2023, the leftist Board 

majority refused to join Supervisors Peschong and Arnold in adopting a Resolution condemning 

Hamas and supporting Israel. Instead, the majority determined to have the members separately 

offer their comments. These were then distributed as a news release by the County 

Administrative Office at public expense. COLAB immediately pointed out that the three leftist 

Supervisors resorted to immoral equivalence for the blame and responsibility. 

 

That analysis is displayed below under Background below. 

 

In the meantime, it has become ever clearer that the genocide and expanding war is not a narrow 

terrorist act of an aberrant group. In fact the attack, if not specifically authorized and encouraged 

by Iran, was deeply supported by Iran and some other gulf states through the supplying of 

weapons (including cruise missiles), intelligence, ammunition, training, transportation, and 

logistical supplies. In fact, Iran has now endorsed the attack, doubled down on its policy of the 

destruction of Israel, and excoriated  the United States as a culprit and target. Despicably, a 

number of academics the United States, their brainwashed students, and even some elected 

officials have condemned Israel and supported Hamas. 

 

What will it take for the 3 leftist Supervisors to wake up and unequivocally back both Israel and 

the United State in a forthright Resolution that does not propagate the current shared blame lie 

for the attack with Israel? 

 

Issue History: 

After general public comment, Supervisor Peschong requested that a Resolution condemning 

Hamas and supporting Israel be prepared and brought forward for discussion and a vote. 

Supervisor Arnold seconded the motion. Supervisors Gibson, Ortiz-Legg, and Paulding all 

objected for various reasons. 

 

Supervisor Paulding argued against the proposed resolution, falsely rationalizing that the 

“situation is fluid and that a Resolution may not be timely in two weeks.” Instead of a 

Resolution, Paulding suggested the supervisors independently write their own statements, which 

staff could post on the county website. Ortiz-Legg voiced concerns that a resolution could be 

misconstrued and potentially inflame tensions. The board voted 3-2 against a resolution 

supporting Israel.  

 

Resolutions are often used when specific findings are made by the Board of Supervisors. A 

Board order is usually a directive from the Board of Supervisors to its subordinate county 

officers. An ordinance is a local law adopted with all the legal formality of a statute.  

Paulding offered a motion, which passed, for Supervisors to prepare their own statements 

instead. This was a cop out by the Board left majority, as an agendized Resolution would have 

been a much more solid and forceful commitment on behalf of the people of San Luis Obispo 

County. 

The California State Association of Counties’ advice on the subject of Resolutions states in part: 

Legislative Role 

As the legislative body of the county, the Board of Supervisors may act by resolution, by 
board order, or by ordinance. A resolution of a Board is ordinarily not equivalent to an 
ordinance; it is usually a declaration about future purposes or proceedings of the Board or a 
policy statement by the Board. Resolutions are often used when specific findings are made 



43 

 

by the Board of Supervisors. A board order is usually a directive from the Board of 
Supervisors to its subordinate county officers. 

Why wouldn’t the Board want a policy statement with findings and formal force? Instead, the 

Supervisors individual statements were posted on the County website home page. These are 

copied below with our annotated comments on the absolute failure and betrayal inherent in some 

of them.   

Board of Supervisors Condemn Violent Attacks on Israel  

Author: Administrative Office  

Date: 10/18/2023 4:45:38 PM 

Share this 

The Board of Supervisors makes statements on the attacks in Israel 

At the Board of Supervisors Meeting held on October 17, 2023, those who spoke during public 

comment asked the Board of Supervisors to issue a proclamation condemning the attacks on 

October 7th that have killed more than 1,400 people in Israel, including children, while also 

injuring 3,400 individuals. 

The Board voted unanimously to provide comments on the recent events that have transpired in 

the Middle East. The Supervisors have made the following statements: 

Peschong was still thinking of the Resolution and the need for the whole Board to act in concert. 

I stand with Israel. The coordinated terrorist attacks on October 7th saw the murder of innocent 

civilians and the kidnapping of women and children. We all should be willing to condemn these 

attacks. They are wrong and violate international law.” - Supervisor John Peschong. District 1 

Bruce Gibson made a clear and unequivocal statement in his first paragraph.  It would have 

made a great first finding clause in in a County Resolution 

“The horrifying slaughter and hostage-taking in Israel perpetrated by Hamas terrorists earlier this 

month is depraved in its inhumanity and is the essence of evil. I condemn these atrocities 

unconditionally. I stand with Israel and the Jewish people worldwide in support of an appropriate 

response to this criminal barbarity.   

He then undermined his credibility with the next paragraph. Here he appeals to the radical left 

support on the destruction of Israel by submitting to the immoral equivalency that that Israel and 

Hamas are equally guilty. Yes, innocent Palestinians will die, but the fault lies not with Israel, 

but with Hamas, who uses their people as human shields.  

 Everyone personally involved in this chaotic, unstable and perilous situation should work with a 

clear moral imperative to restore peace in the region as soon as possible. Those pursuing a 

military response must be precise in its goals and prosecution. They must also be accountable 

for the inherent moral danger that innocent civilian lives – Israeli and Palestinian – most 

certainly will be lost. Let us fervently hope that reason and restraint can prevail as those 

involved seek a just future.” - Supervisor Bruce Gibson. District 2 

If Hamas, North Korea, or anyone else for that matter detonates a nuclear weapon at LAX, how 

much restraint should we exercise on their territory and populations? 

Like the World 

Trade Center? 
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Ortiz – Legg’s statement is simply an effort to court her extreme left leaning supporters who 

seek the destruction of Israel She adds a history lesson. At the end of World War I, the victorious 

allies sought to restore the Jewish people to their ancient homeland and allow them to emigrate 

from Eastern Europe where they had been persecuted for centuries.  Does the Supervisor support 

the survival of the State of Israel or not? Notwithstanding the Balfour declaration and the 

displacement of the Palestinian people, a century ago, should their descendants be allowed to 

repeatedly commit genocide against the Israelis?  Should Mexico be allowed to reconquer the 

southwestern United States? Would it be OK for their army to kill and maim American citizens 

in the name of recovering their previous territory?  Ortiz-Legg states in part: 

“My heart goes out to all those affected by the ongoing conflict in the region. Recent events 

initiated by the actions of Hamas have reopened deep wounds and inflicted pain on both sides. 

Families have been torn apart, and the impact is felt not only by the citizens of Israel but also by 

the displaced Palestinians. The loss of innocent lives and any acts that cause harm to civilians 

are violations of International Law, a sentiment echoed by many world leaders throughout 

history, including President Harry S. Truman, who in 1947 noted that "Palestine is undoubtedly 

one of the most difficult problems faced by the world at this present time." The historical 

displacement of Palestinians from their land has created a complex and longstanding 

issue, contributing to the challenges faced by innocent Israelis as well. It is essential to 

recognize the multifaceted nature of the problem and strive for a peaceful resolution that 

acknowledges the rights and concerns of all parties involved.” - Supervisor Dawn Ortiz-Legg. 

District 3 

More immoral equivalence:  Ortiz-Legg has bought into the radical left doctrine that 

Palestinian violence is an effort toward DE colonialization. They sympathize with Palestine as 

part of a broader commitment to the principle of decolonialization. For them, moral authority 

does not arise from just ends pursued through just means, but resides entirely in tribal identity. 

Describing a conflict as a form of “decolonization” is a blank check in the left’s moral universe.  

Paulding’s statement is also an outrageous appeal to immoral equivalence, which puts equal 

blame on both the Israel and Hamas for the attack. If the attacks, are as he says, “Inhumane, 

barbaric and unconscionable,” why does he resort to obfuscatory word salad, hoping that “an 

appropriate response can be effected so that peace can be restored in this region…” Does he not 

believe that Hamas should be destroyed forever? What about the murders of thousands? What 

about the hostages? What about Israel’s right to secure borders? What a vacuous and gutless 

comment. 

Compounding his intellectual flatulence, is his lecture to “we neighbors and Americans” to be 

good neighbors to our Jewish and Muslim friends.  

 “The historic Hamas terrorist attacks on Israel that started October 7 are inhumane, barbaric, 

unconscionable, and I condemn them unconditionally. It is my hope that with US support to 

Israel, an appropriate response can be effected so that peace can be restored in this region and 

continued mass causalities can be avoided. Here, at home, we can focus the conversation on 

human rights – the fact that every human life is important, and that innocent civilians whether 

Israeli or Palestinian should never be the target of military warfare. And we can encourage our 

fellow neighbors and Americans to be good neighbors to our Jewish and Muslim friends, and lift 

each other up and support each other through this increasingly divisive, tragic and chaotic time 

in history. It is more important than ever that we continue to promote human decency and 

respect for one another in our community and our country, and seek to unify against terrorism, 

division, and hate instead of allowing these things to further divide us.” - Supervisor Jimmy 

Paulding. District 4 
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What does Paulding say about pro Hamas demonstrations? Democrat Congresswoman 

Ocasio-Cortez dressed up for the occasion. Any means necessary.  

 

Arnold almost got it right – She supports Israel’s right to defend itself.  Actually she should 

support Israel’s right and duty to eliminate Hamas from the Gaza strip forever. 

“I whole heartedly support Israel’s right to defend itself after their country was horrifically 

attacked.”     - Supervisor Debbie Arnold. District 5 

 What do the Board members think about Hamas using the hospitals as command centers? 

 

Anti-Israel Lies Will Ramp Up With the Ground War 

By Seth Mandel 

Israel’s awaited ground invasion of Gaza appears to be in motion. The IDF announced the 

expansion of the war effort would begin late Friday, three weeks after Hamas infiltrated 

Israel and killed more than 1,400 people and took another 200-plus hostage. It was the worst 

attack on Israeli soil in its history and touched off a global campaign of violence against 

Jews. It was also carried out in the most gruesome manner possible. A meaningful Israeli 

response was necessary, and an IDF victory is vital to the restoration of not just Israeli 

morale and deterrence but that of the free West. 

A ground war will put Gazan hospitals at the center of attention because, as Jonathan 

Schanzer explained in detail, Hamas uses some of them, such as Al Shifa, as major 

command centers. Media, NGOs and politicians will call for Israel to resupply hospital 

compounds, especially with fuel. This essentially means there will be public pressure to 

pause hostilities in order to supply Hamas’s military command centers and bases while 

Israel is attempting to subdue them. These calls are disingenuous and the people making 

them often know that. It is crucial to point this out as more Israeli troops head into Gaza.  

https://www.commentary.org/author/seth-mandel/
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/israel-hamas-gaza-war-news
https://www.commentary.org/jonathan-schanzer/the-real-gaza-hospital-crisis/
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EMERGENT ISSUES 
 

Item 1 - Watching in Real Time as Two-Term Gov. Gavin Newsom Destroys California 

With Devastating Policies - Today’s ‘progressive’ politicians advocate for Maoist policies 

planning on being immune from the effects 

By Katy Grimes, November 1, 2023 11:51 am 

 

One of the benefits of a two-term governor is voters actually get to see the fruits of his policies 

while he is still in office. If he is a low-tax, budget-cutting, regulations-cutting, pro-2A, liberty-

loving 1A governor, life gets better – more money in your bank account, less government 

harassment of your business, and the freedom to speak and gather, as well as addressing your 

government, is much more comfortable. 

If he is not, and is instead a “progressive” politician who advocates for Maoist policies planning 

on being immune from the effects and is say, Gavin Newsom, well, you get the swift and 

appalling degradation of California. 

Despite thinking he won’t be subjected to the disastrous results, the fruits of Governor Gavin 

Newsom’s policies are his cross to bear right now. 

Here are some examples of this breakdown of society in actual recent headlines from numerous 

sources – this is Gavin Newsom’s California: 

Federal judge blocks California law banning gun shows at county fairs -The judge said 

California’s gun show ban is unconstitutional given that gun stores in the state sell the same 

guns. 

Unemployment insurance: California’s ‘urgent’ $20 billion problem and- 
Fed Unemployment Debt to hit $20 Billion – By Christmas Day the EDD debt to the federal 

government will reach $20 billion dollars in principal and interest and – at the current borrowing 

clip of $18,288,482 per day – it will hit $20.3 billion dollars in January, 2024. 

Could a California revenue shortfall mean furloughs for state employees? California went 

from a $100Billion budget “surplus to “we many need to layoff state workers.” 

Fast Food CEOs Warn Of Dire Consequences Coming over New $20 Fast Food Minimum 

Wage – we warned – expect to see fast food workers replaced by robots and kiosks. 

Wonder why Californians pay so much for gas? Taxes, regulations and policy choices are 

to blame – supply and demand influenced by a destructive web of government policies. 

California’s high gas prices didn’t happen by accident. Sacramento’s policies play a pivotal role 

in this crisis. 

Child sickened after ingesting cannabis candy given at EB school event – the cause and 

effect of legalizing drugs. 

Cannabis infused gummies sicken Santa Maria students – did someone think this was funny? 

Spendable incomes lower in forced-union dues states like California – workers do not flock 

to places where they expect their living standards will be lower… the 27 states with Right to 

Work laws banning forced union dues and fees as a job condition was $55,320. That’s roughly 

$3,700 higher per person than the forced-unionism state average. 

https://californiaglobe.com/author/katy-grimes/
https://apnews.com/article/california-gun-shows-ban-f0d3576cfbbeb2029371811cc068c67a
https://calmatters.org/economy/2023/10/unemployment-insurance-debt/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/fed-unemployment-debt-to-hit-20-billion/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/could-california-revenue-shortfall-mean-120000926.html
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/fast-food-ceos-warn-of-dire-consequences-coming-over-new-20-fast-food-minimum-wage/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/fast-food-ceos-warn-of-dire-consequences-coming-over-new-20-fast-food-minimum-wage/
https://www.ocregister.com/2023/10/28/wonder-why-californians-pay-so-much-for-gas-taxes-regulations-and-policy-choices-are-to-blame/
https://www.ocregister.com/2023/10/28/wonder-why-californians-pay-so-much-for-gas-taxes-regulations-and-policy-choices-are-to-blame/
https://abc7news.com/thc-gummies-alameda-unified-school-district-halloween-candy-trunk-or-treat/13993028/
https://calcoastnews.com/2023/10/cannabis-infused-gummies-sicken-santa-maria-students/
https://www.ocregister.com/2023/10/30/spendable-incomes-lower-in-forced-union-dues-states-like-california/
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Google trims Bay Area jobs: state WARN notice – Even Google is laying off Bay Area 

employees. 

California Loses Another 817,000 Residents in 2022 to Other States – High taxes and high 

cost of living cited as primary reasons. 

Coronado makes room for more housing after legal fight with the state – Gov. Newsom 

forcing more conservative cities to build more affordable housing. Remember his fight with 

Huntington Beach? Gov.  Newsom sued the Orange County city of Huntington Beach for failing 

to provide enough additional “affordable housing,” while his own home county of Marin enjoyed 

a moratorium on affordable housing building requirements until 2028. 

The need for student services at community colleges has changed dramatically since the 

1960s. Has state law kept up? – Nearly one-quarter of the state’s community college students 

experienced homelessness in the past year, and many more struggled to afford food, according 

to a recent survey. Some choose to get a job instead of going into college debt when they can’t 

even afford food. 

Texas Public Policy Foundation Unmasks the True Costs of Electric Vehicles – EVs would 

cost nearly $50K more to own over 10 years without $22 billion in government subsidies. 

Bay Area masking up again as mandates go into effect Nov. 1 in health care settings – 

The most recent and thoroughly extensive, comprehensive study is the Cochrane study, 

completed in February proved wearing a mask may make little to no difference in how many 

people caught a flu‐like illness/COVID‐like illness (9 studies; 276,917 people); and probably 

makes little or no difference in how many people have flu/COVID confirmed by a laboratory test 

(6 studies; 13,919 people). 

TRICK or TREAT: California Ranks Among 10 Worst in U.S. for High Taxes – Gavin 

Newsom’s California still ranks in the bottom three for worst for individual taxes. 

California slashes state tax collection outlook – The state’s tax collections — which are highly 

dependent on capital gains and personal income tax revenue — were suppressed by stock market 

weakness and slowing wage growth. Nearly half of California’s income tax collections come 

from residents in the top 1% of income earnings. 

How did California go from a $100 billion state budget “surplus” to a $40 billion state budget 

deficit? One way is to acknowledge that California never really had a $100 billion budget 

surplus. 

San Diego Ranked As Most Expensive City To Live In U.S. According To New Study – 

Study also finds that 12 of top 20 most expensive cities fall within California. According to the 

study, San Diego, Los Angeles, Honolulu,  Miami, and Santa Barbara are the 5 most expensive 

cities in the country. San Francisco, Santa Rosa, and Salinas grab the next three top spots, with 

Vallejo/Fairfield coming in at 10th, San Jose at 14th, Sacramento at 15th, Stockton at 17th, 

Modesto at 19th, and finally Fresno at 20th. 

Sacramento Ranks 7th Worst in Nation for Organized Retail Theft – Tying With 

Chicago! – And three California cities made the Top 10: Sacramento sadly factors prominently 

coming in at #7 in the nation for organized retail theft. Los Angeles ranks at #1 topping the list, 

with San Francisco and Oakland coming in at #2. These theft rankings are the direct result of the 

state’s “criminal justice reforms,” careless policy, and lax and diminished policing in 

California’s largest cities. 

Useless, Clueless City Officials Destroying Sacramento with Homeless Crisis – In early 

September we reported on a national study which found that Sacramento placed second only 

behind Baltimore for the dirtiest cities in America. With 39,186 complaints per 100k population; 

the Sacramento zip code of 95818 had 48,864 complaints per 100k population. 

California Buries Science  – California Governor Gavin Newsom – whose Democratic party 

claims to be the party of science and science education – signed two anti-science education bills 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/10/31/google-tech-job-cut-layoff-bay-area-economy-office-lease-alphabet/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/california-loses-another-817000-residents-in-2022-to-other-states/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/story/2023-10-23/coronado-is-getting-more-housing-after-legal-fight-with-the-state
https://californiaglobe.com/legislature/gov-newsom-singles-out-huntington-beach-for-lawsuit-on-affordable-housing/
https://californiaglobe.com/articles/huntington-beach-sued-while-marin-county-exempted-from-affordable-housing-requirements/
https://californiaglobe.com/articles/huntington-beach-sued-while-marin-county-exempted-from-affordable-housing-requirements/
https://calmatters.org/education/higher-education/2023/10/student-services/
https://calmatters.org/education/higher-education/2023/10/student-services/
https://ccleague.org/sites/default/files/images/basic_needs_among_california_community_college_students-final-2023.pdf
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/texas-public-policy-foundation-unmasks-the-true-costs-of-electric-vehicles/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/10/31/bay-area-masking-up-again-as-mandates-go-into-effect-nov-1-in-health-care-settings/
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD006207.pub6/full#CD006207-abs-0002
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/calif-dept-of-public-health-clinging-to-covid-masking-orders-despite-authoritative-study-debunking-masks/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/trick-or-treat-california-ranks-among-10-worst-in-u-s-for-high-taxes/
https://www.ocregister.com/2023/10/31/california-slashes-state-tax-revenue-outlook-ahead-of-bond-sales/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/san-diego-ranked-as-most-expensive-city-to-live-in-u-s-according-to-new-study/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/sacramento-ranks-7th-worst-in-nation-for-organized-retail-theft-tying-with-chicago/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/sacramento-ranks-7th-worst-in-nation-for-organized-retail-theft-tying-with-chicago/
https://californiaglobe.com/fl/useless-clueless-city-officials-destroying-sacramento-with-homeless-crisis/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/sacramento-ca-ranks-2nd-dirtiest-city-in-america/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/california-buries-science/
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(AB226 and AB389) into law, that require the University of California and the California State 

University systems to bar the use of skeletal collections that cannot be affiliated with any living 

descendants for research and teaching purposes. Teaching collections were never intended to be 

included in the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. 

California’s high poverty rate is thanks to bad policies – Lawmakers recently voted to place 

on your ballots a measure to make it easier for local governments to raise taxes, and have further 

placed a measure to make it harder to prevent tax increases. Those were ACA 1 and ACA 13. 

Higher taxes continue to discourage businesses from expanding or investing in California, which 

ultimately hurts working Californians. 

Cal-USC football game delayed by protest calling for reinstatement of UC Berkeley 

professor – a group of students sat down in the center of the Cal Bears’ Memorial Stadium field, 

with thousands in the stands for the start of the game. The football players waited on the 

sidelines while 15 people — all dressed in white t-shirts that read “JUSTICE 4 IVONNE” — 

locked arms, showing support for a professor currently on paid administrative leave. 

Striking in California 
We also need to acknowledge all of the strikes and threats of strike in California are a direct 

result of high inflation, high taxes, high housing prices, high gas prices, high food prices…: 

CSU Faculty Union Votes To Authorize Strike – CSU faculty, who are currently paid on 

average $99,000 for full-time work,$67,000 for part-time work, and just above $50,000 for 

lecturers, asked for a 12% across-the-board raise. 

Parents concerns grow, deadline to avoid FUSD teacher strike nears – According to 

TransparentCalifornia.com, the average salary for a Fresno Unified school teacher is over 

$99,000. 

FUSD, FTA make ‘considerable progress’ on negotiations as strike nears – The district’s 

latest public proposal includes a 19% pay increase over the three-year contract, which would 

raise the average teacher’s salary to more than $100,000 per year. 

Will OC Social Services Workers Get Better Working Conditions in New Contract? – The 

new contract comes after the employees have increasingly said they are overworked and 

underpaid as they try to help the county’s poorest residents. 

Social workers have also demanded better staffing levels and pay. 

California union rifts burst into open over leader’s consultant hire – Lorena Gonzalez, head 

of the powerful California Labor Federation AFL-CIO, has run afoul of some union leaders for 

hiring her personal consultant who recently ran statewide campaigns opposing unions… 

Gonzalez quietly placed her own longtime political strategist, one-time Willie Brown fixer 

Richie Ross, to formally consult for the Labor Federation. …Hmmmm, Lorena brings on a 

lobbyist to help her do her job… Interesting. 

As you can see, California is a mess under the policies, edicts, executive orders and hiring 

decisions of Gov. Gavin Newsom and the Democrat Supermajority. 

Good job Gavin. Your policies have expedited the destruction of the most beautiful state; 

accelerated the declining population through outbound migration resulting in the loss of a 

congressional seat; irreparably harmed California’s businesses and once thriving economy 

starting with your 3 years of Covid lockdowns;  more than quadrupled the drug-addicted 

homeless vagrants living on California streets making cities unlivable; bolstered labor unions 

while crushing the gig workers; increased poverty in California; grown state government…. the 

list will continue. 

https://www.ocregister.com/2023/10/31/high-poverty-rate-is-thanks-to-bad-policies/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/10/28/cal-usc-football-game-delayed-by-protest-calling-for-reinstatement-of-uc-berkeley-professor/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/10/28/cal-usc-football-game-delayed-by-protest-calling-for-reinstatement-of-uc-berkeley-professor/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/csu-faculty-union-votes-to-authorize-strike/
https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/faculty-staff/employee-profile/Documents/Fall2022CSUProfiles.pdf
https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/faculty-staff/employee-profile/Documents/Fall2022CSUProfiles.pdf
https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/faculty-staff/employee-profile/Documents/Fall2022CSUProfiles.pdf
https://abc30.com/fresno-unified-fta-teacher-strike-parents-concerns-growing/13990023/
https://transparentcalifornia.com/salaries/search/?q=Teacher%2C%20Elementary&y=2022&a=school-districts/fresno/fresno-unified
https://transparentcalifornia.com/salaries/search/?q=Teacher%2C%20Elementary&y=2022&a=school-districts/fresno/fresno-unified
https://abc30.com/fresno-unified-teachers-association-looming-strike-negotiations-productive/13992713/
https://voiceofoc.org/2023/10/will-oc-social-services-workers-get-better-working-conditions-in-new-contract/
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/10/26/california-labor-federation-union-consultant-00123634
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Katy Grimes, the Editor in Chief of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist 

covering the California State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald 

Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses? 
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CLIMATE DATA REFUTES CRISIS NARRATIVE 
BY EDWARD RING 

On September 16, with great fanfare, California Attorney General Rob Bonta announced his 

office had filed a lawsuit against five major oil companies. Accusing them of knowingly 

misleading the public regarding the alleged harm that fossil fuels would inflict on the climate, 

Bonta’s office seeks billions in compensatory damages. But the climate change theory that 

Bonta’s case relies on must ultimately be validated by observational data. And the data does not 

support the theory. 

Suing oil companies is becoming big business. Along with California, state and local 

government climate change lawsuits against the fossil fuel industry have been filed in Oregon, 

Colorado, Minnesota, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New 

Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, South Carolina, and Hawaii. Alleging these companies have 

directly caused global warming and extreme weather, they seek damages for consumer fraud, 

public nuisance, negligence, racketeering, erosion, flooding and fires. 

These cases will take years to resolve, and even in victory, will cost oil companies hundreds of 

millions (or more) in legal fees, costs that will be passed on to consumers. The plaintiffs were 

handed a huge advantage in 2007 in the Massachusetts v. Environmental Protection Agency case, 

when the U.S. Supreme Court, in a 5 to 4 ruling, gave the EPA authority to declare CO2 a 

dangerous pollutant. In 2009, the EPA did just that, paving the way for litigation. 

It’s no certainty the oil industry will aggressively fight these lawsuits. If a broad settlement can 

be reached, that is probably their preference. Not only will a settlement avoid bad publicity, there 

is scant economic motive for oil companies to challenge the alleged consensus on climate 

change. As regulations, restrictions, and litigation disrupts oil and gas development, demand 

outpaces supply and prices go up much faster than production costs. A rational choice by oil and 

gas executives would be to collect market-driven record revenues and split the windfall profits 

with the government. That is a lot less messy. 

https://californiapolicycenter.org/people/edward-ring/
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-announces-lawsuit-against-oil-and-gas-companies
https://theconversation.com/more-than-two-dozen-cities-and-states-are-suing-big-oil-over-climate-change-they-just-got-a-boost-from-the-us-supreme-court-205009
https://ballotpedia.org/Massachusetts_v._Environmental_Protection_Agency
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That’s also a shame. By sidestepping the question of whether CO2 is indeed a dangerous 

pollutant, and instead leaving that decision up to a politicized EPA, the U.S. Supreme Court in 

the Massachusetts v. EPA case issued a deeply flawed ruling. Without CO2, life on earth as we 

know it would not exist. CO2 is plant food, and without it, plants die. There is evidence that 

more atmospheric CO2 would have a primarily beneficial impact on planetary ecosystem health. 

If oil and gas companies defended themselves on this basis, they might take a case all the way to 

the Supreme Court and force a reversal of Massachusetts v. EPA. 

An aggressive defense against Bonta’s lawsuit by Exxon Mobil, Shell, Chevron, 

ConocoPhillips,, BP, and the American Petroleum Institute would attack the core premise of the 

plaintiffs, the alleged evidence of global warming and extreme weather. Because what is being 

presented as “evidence” supporting a climate “crisis” is consistently misleading and often 

outright fraudulent. 

Earlier this month in Orange County, California, at an event attended by water industry 

executives, a debate between two climate experts offered a revealing look into the tactics and the 

mentality of the climate alarmists, as well as the beleaguered integrity of climatologists still 

willing to challenge the narrative. 

In a session with the unsubtle name “Is it fair to blame climate change for everything?,” two very 

divergent points of view were on display. To represent the alarmist perspective, a professor from 

a world-famous university – who shall remain anonymous – presented a series of maps of the 

U.S., with a specific focus on the Southwest and on California. The maps depicted “before 

climate change” and “after climate change” scenarios, using the now familiar technique of 

benign blue and green overlays in areas with normal cool temperatures, and scary orange and red 

overlays in areas suffering alarming heat. Predictably enough, without delving into the details, 

the “after climate change” maps were a sea of red and orange. 

The only thing about this presentation that was certain was the certainty of the presenter. We are 

in a climate crisis, human activity has caused this crisis, and “the evidence is overwhelming.” 

We only later learned that the maps being displayed weren’t based on actual temperature 

observations, but had been produced by a computer simulation. 

After this first presenter finished, Dr. John R. Christy stepped up to offer a different conclusion. 

With a Ph.D. in Atmospheric Science and currently serving as the Distinguished Professor of 

Atmospheric Science and Director of the Earth System Science Center at The University of 

Alabama, Christy is eminently qualified to share his views on our climate future. As a native of 

California, Christy assured the audience that he has been giving that state special attention his 

entire life. He then presented a series of slides that unequivocally contradict what we hear every 

day. California, to say nothing of the rest of the world, is not experiencing rapid warming, nor is 

it experiencing unusually violent weather. 

Christy’s message might be summarized as follows: There may be some warming occurring over 

the past century in California, but it is not extreme, nor is it accompanied by unusually severe 

anything: droughts, extreme wildfires, heavy rainfall, diminished snowpacks, reduced river 

https://co2coalition.org/fact_category/co2/
https://www.uah.edu/science/departments/atmospheric-earth-science/faculty-staff/dr-john-christy
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volumes, or drier air. Readers are encouraged to scroll through Christy’s charts, which are 

reposted (with permission) following this text. 

The data that Dr. Christy used in his presentation did not come from hypothetical climate 

models, but were compiled from actual climate and weather observations gathered by weather 

stations and satellites and extracted from databases maintained by the National Oceanographic 

and Atmospheric Administration and other internationally recognized official sources. 

If you haven’t heard of John R. Christy despite him being one of the preeminent climate 

scientists in the world, that’s no accident. Along with Dr. Richard Lindzen, Dr. Judith Curry, and 

hundreds of others, his work is marginalized and his press and online coverage is either 

nonexistent or negative. Back in 2019, back when President Trump’s regulatory reforms had the 

climate industrial complex fearing for its life, Dr. Curry published an expose of what she dubbed 

“consensus enforcement.” In it, she described how the world’s most prestigious climate journals 

were yielding to pressure – mostly supported by their own editorial management – to refuse to 

publish anything by climate “contrarians.” 

As we know, suppression of unwanted facts and analysis regardless of credibility or intent is not 

restricted to climate contrarians. In March 2023, Michael Shellenberger – once honored in 2008 

as a Time Magazine “Hero of the Environment,” testified before the U.S. Congress on what 

many have joined him in calling the “Censorship Industrial Complex,” a coalition of corporate 

special interests, government agencies, and major online platforms that smothers honest dialog 

on topics of urgent national importance. 

Attempting to compile information on climate that doesn’t support a crisis narrative is 

demonstrably challenging, as anyone attempting to use a mainstream search engine will quickly 

attest. For every analysis or declaration that may exist, claiming there is not a climate crisis, 

search engines will offer a page full of reports debunking the analysis and discrediting the 

source. Often it is almost impossible to even find a link to the analysis or the declaration itself. 

The World Climate Declaration, a petition signed (so far) by more than 1,800 experts who assert 

there is no climate emergency, is an example of a suppressed and unfairly stigmatized document. 

But with or without great numbers, the presence of scientists like Christy, Lindzen, Curry, and 

many others with extraordinary credentials who make this claim should put to rest the notion that 

the science is settled. Science is not a democracy. It is a search for truth through trial and error. 

One of the saddest examples of suppression is the reluctance of conservative editors to challenge 

the scientific arguments used to support the climate crisis narrative. An article I recently wrote 

for American Spectator, “California AG Sues Big Oil for Telling the Truth About Fossil Fuels,” 

was refused by two conservative publications that have frequently accepted my work. Both of 

them have significant reach and credibility among mainstream conservatives. Rather than 

identify them, which is not necessary to make the point, here are verbatim excerpts from the 

rejection emails I received from each editor: 

“We’ll pass on this, but thanks for showing it in. On the question of climate change, there’s no 

editorial line, but I tend to be uneasy about publishing anything directly on the science (mainly 

https://eapsweb.mit.edu/people/rlindzen
https://curry.eas.gatech.edu/currycv.html
https://judithcurry.com/2019/08/14/the-latest-travesty-in-consensus-enforcement/
https://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1841778_1841779_1841804,00.html
https://judiciary.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-judiciary.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/shellenberger-testimony.pdf
https://clintel.org/world-climate-declaration/
https://spectator.org/california-ag-sues-big-oil-for-telling-the-truth-about-fossil-fuels/
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because I am not a scientist). Much more interesting to me is how climate policy is being abused 

(SEC, Fed) and how much of it makes no sense even by its own lights.” 

And, 

“Ed—we generally avoid getting too deeply into climate science, as it is very hard for me to 

judge. That is different than the economic trade-offs, absurd mandates, the unavoidability of 

fossil fuel energy to meet the needs of a growing, ever-more technology-driven society, etc. So I 

think we should pass on this one, as it does contain some strong climate claims…” 

Got that? “Because I’m not a scientist,” and “it is very hard for me to judge.” 

But that does not stop any of the crisis mongers. Is Rob Bonta a scientist? Gavin Newsom? Joe 

Biden? Al Gore? Greta Thunberg? How many of the in-house editors at the Los Angeles 

Times are scientists, much less climate scientists? But none of these people have any reluctance 

to hector us with their opinions, often not even derived from those climate scientists who are part 

of the “consensus,” but lifted from other pundits who got their material directly from press 

releases that featured cherry picked “impactful” nuggets taken from abstracts and summaries 

which in turn were exaggerations and misrepresentations of studies that even in their totality 

were paid for, inherently biased exercises. 

If being a scientist is not a requirement for being a climate alarmist, it should not be a 

requirement for anyone skeptical of climate alarmism. Our capacity as intelligent non-scientists 

to assess competing scientific analysis may be limited, but no more so than the Bontas, 

Newsoms, Bidens, Gores, and Thunbergs of the world. And it isn’t hard to see an agenda at 

work, when every time the climate so much as hiccoughs, every mainstream news source in the 

world is regurgitating precisely the same terrifying soundbites and images, and repeating the 

same phrases and admonitions over and over and over again. Confronting such obvious and 

coordinated propaganda should raise skepticism in anyone with common sense and a sense of 

history. 

If you concede the science, and only challenge the policies that a biased and politicized scientific 

narrative is being used to justify, you’re already playing defense in your own red zone. You’re 

going to lose the game. Who cares if we have to enslave humanity? Our alternative is certain 

death from global boiling! You can’t win that argument. You must challenge the science, and 

you can, because scientists like John Christy and others are still available. 

The following charts were presented by Dr. Christy on October 13 at a conference in Southern 

California: 



60 

 

 

 *   *   * 

 

 *   *   * 



61 

 

 

 *   *   * 

 

 *   *   * 



62 

 

 

 *   *   * 

 

 *   *   * 



63 

 

 

 *   *   * 

 

 *   *   * 

 



64 

 

 *   *   * 

 

 *   *   * 

 

 *   *   * 

This article originally appeared in American Greatness. 

  

  

 

https://amgreatness.com/2023/10/25/climate-data-refutes-crisis-narrative/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 ANDY CALDWELL SHOW NOW LOCAL                      

IN SLO COUTY                                                                            
Now you can listen to THE ANDY CALDWELL SHOW  

in Santa Barbara, Santa Maria & San Luis Obispo Counties! 
 

We are pleased to announce that The Andy Caldwell Show is now 
broadcasting out of San Luis Obispo County on FM 98.5 in addition to AM 

1290/96.9 Santa Barbara and AM 1240/99.5 Santa Maria 

 
The show now covers the broadcast area from Ventura to Templeton -  

THE only show of its kind on the Central Coast covering local, state, 
national and international issues!  3:00-5:00 PM WEEKDAYS 
You can also listen to The Andy Caldwell Show LIVE on the Tune In Radio 
App and previously aired shows at:  3:00-5:00 PM WEEKDAYS  
 

 COUNTY UPDATES OCCUR MONDAYS AT 4:30 PM 
MIKE BROWN IS THE REGULAR MONDAY GUEST AT 4:30! 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wv6B06qB7-ZnuXLgl1J0yIlTxOCY2PpdIElhtHAOK7v28eOOR5ibwpsPhlADImlvI-uFwWHWoo5J8L6SjyU7BKPzq1QzctWsfSGTQKNxMu5qz7mNq5BrtredjlioxdwcH-uYII8Mf7zi4zM9Tn5eVYOqxcvLzO9NDU2HsXhVms-ujpBr7ePDPQ==&c=4iCWmBKlTqfjKqciNrC0lh0RDf6r1VX_zO0UzoGMmrmOersLVBf-tQ==&ch=vn-4cYs7ynIPFDXBZWt6iLor7Y6BYqppfzW_y4OhA2qsbDufB_ayGg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wv6B06qB7-ZnuXLgl1J0yIlTxOCY2PpdIElhtHAOK7v28eOOR5ibwpsPhlADImlvI-uFwWHWoo5J8L6SjyU7BKPzq1QzctWsfSGTQKNxMu5qz7mNq5BrtredjlioxdwcH-uYII8Mf7zi4zM9Tn5eVYOqxcvLzO9NDU2HsXhVms-ujpBr7ePDPQ==&c=4iCWmBKlTqfjKqciNrC0lh0RDf6r1VX_zO0UzoGMmrmOersLVBf-tQ==&ch=vn-4cYs7ynIPFDXBZWt6iLor7Y6BYqppfzW_y4OhA2qsbDufB_ayGg==
http://www.google.com/imgres?start=144&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&tbm=isch&tbnid=bNh77TRjKKwK-M:&imgrefurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/news9405.php&docid=tyoBhh9O1_V_FM&imgurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/horse.gif&w=292&h=280&ei=PtDVUrCQPMOy2wW1j4DgDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1036&page=8&ndsp=21&ved=0CJ4BEIQcMDM4ZA
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SUPPORT COLAB 

  

   

 

                

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MIKE BROWN ADVOCATES  

BEFORE THE BOS 

 

 

 

 

\ 

 

 

 

 

VICTOR DAVIS HANSON ADDRESSES A COLAB FORUM 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/HfU-cXA7I8E/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfU-cXA7I8E&docid=HSEK4W0x1Civ2M&tbnid=NICVGZqZ5lbcVM:&vet=10ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=643&biw=1366&q=colab san luis obispo&ved=0ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/T17uSFpWkcw/mqdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://calcoastnews.com/2016/07/slo-county-supervisors-put-sales-tax-ballot/&docid=OUqi0WLMze01uM&tbnid=ql40TXlQtctTiM:&vet=1&w=320&h=180&bih=643&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwif6I7UuL7VAhVkqFQKHUqaAcc4ZBAzCDsoNTA1&iact=c&ictx=1
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DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACTO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM 

     
AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR BEN SHAPIRO  

APPEARED AT A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER 

 

   
 

NATIONAL RADIO AND TV COMMENTATOR HIGH HEWITT AT COLAB DINNER 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cloudfront.mediamatters.org/static/images/item/benshapiro-fox2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/06/27/breitbartcoms-shapiro-imagines-churches-will-no/194656&h=596&w=924&tbnid=EJgjcBHeHP0_yM:&zoom=1&docid=jg6l7tHrajWRPM&ei=i2WHVJLMFdHtoASbxYDIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=498&page=2&start=10&ndsp=21
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiVqOPwpNTdAhWPCDQIHaC7AVYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/hugh-hewitt/&psig=AOvVaw2KgvCuZhnzSimJIDCbQjwj&ust=1537900749442226
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MIKE BROWN RALLIED THE FORCES OUTDOORS DURING COVID LOCKDOWN 

 

    

 

JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE TO COLAB ON THE NEXT PAGE 

Join COLAB or contribute by control clicking at: COLAB San 

Luis Obispo County (colabslo.org) or use the form below: 

https://www.colabslo.org/membership.asp
https://www.colabslo.org/membership.asp
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